Retracted by the News-Letter della Johns Hopkins 
University but available here (piu un augurio di buone 
feste da Cthulhu Morbus e l’antica saggezza di Don 
Juan versus la moderna stoltezza di Sganarelle) 


PRESENTAZIONE 


Non potendo il semplice conoscente del Grande Antico, dott., prof., Conte, Duca di Romagna 
ecc. Massimo Morigi, licenziare per i lettori dell’ “Italia e 11 mondo” il suo saggio sulla 
dialettica dell’epigenetica, del paradigma endosimbiotico, della sintesi evoluzionista estesa e 
delle fantasmagorie transumaniste in tempo per le prossime imminenti festivita, da Cthulhu 
Morbus i migliori auguri di Buon Natale 2020 e felice anno nuovo 2021 pit un invito ad una 
attenta (per quanto umanamente possibile ai poveri mortali) lettura dei classici e degli 
odierni eventi (URL del download del primo documento: = http://www.theatre- 





classique.fr/pages/pdf/MOLIERE_ DOMJUAN.pdf, Wayback Machine: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20200929043219/http://www.theatre- 
classique.fr/pages/pdf/MOLIERE_ DOMJUAN.pdf; del secondo documento: 
https://www.jhunewsletter.com/article/2020/11/a-closer-look-at-u-s-deaths-due-to-covid-19, 
Wayback Machine; 
http://web.archive.org/web/20201203034001/https://www.jhunewsletter.com/article/2020/11/a- 





closer-look-at-u-s-deaths-due-to-covid-19; del terzo documento 


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tnbla8TXHj_jJCM2BDfGSriUgdn-2gec/view, Wayback 
Machine: 


http://web.archive.org/web/20201205080145/https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tnbla8TXH}] 1J 





CM2BDfGSriUgedn-2gec/view . N.B. Il terzo documento e ?’URL del download dello stesso 
sono — probabilmente per poco tempo ancora — raggiungibili e archiviabili cliccando sulla 
parola ‘/ere’ del secondo documento e, inoltre, i Due amanti di Giulio Romano in ultima 
pagina del presente documento non fanno parte del terzo documento copiaincollato ma sono 
un omaggio e riconoscimento di Cthulhu alla dialetticita della realta e una benevola sua 
approvazione’ del  paradigma __ olistico-dialettico-espressivo-strategico-conflittuale del 
Repubblicanesimo Geopolitico). 


Cthulhu — R’lyeh, dicembre 2020 


ACTE III SCENE I. Don Juan, en habit de campagne, Sganarelle, en médecin. 


SGANARELLE. Ma foi, Monsieur, avouez que j’ai eu raison, et que nous voila l’un et l’autre déguisés a 





merveille. Votre premier dessein n’ était point du tout a propos, et ceci nous cache bien mieux que tout ce que 
vous vouliez faire. DON JUAN. II est vrai que te voila bien, et je ne sais ou tu as été déterrer cet attirail 
ridicule. SGANARELLE. Oui ? C’est Phabit d’un vieux médecin, qui a été laissé en gage au lieu ou je Iai 
pris, et 11 m’en a couté de l’argent pour I’avoir. Mais savez-vous, Monsieur, que cet habit me met déja en 
considération, que je suis salué des gens que je rencontre, et que l’on me vient consulter ainsi qu’un habile 
homme ? DON JUAN. Comment donc ? S@ANARELLE. Cing ou six paysans et paysannes, en me voyant 
passer, me sont venus demander mon avis sur différentes maladies. DON JUAN. Tu leur as répondu que tu 
n’y entendais rien ? SGANARELLE. Moi ? Point du tout. J’ai voulu soutenir ’>honneur de mon habit : j’ai 
raisonné sur le mal, et leur ai fait des ordonnances a chacun. DON JUAN. Et quels remeédes encore leur as-tu 
ordonnés ? SGANARELLE. Ma foi ! Monsieur, j’en ai pris par ou j’en ai pu attraper ; j’ai fait mes 
ordonnances a |’aventure, et ce serait une chose plaisante si les malades guérissaient, et qu’on m’en vint 
remercier. DON JUAN. Et pourquoi non ? Par quelle raison n’aurais-tu pas les mémes priviléges qu’ ont tous 
les autres médecins ? Ils n’ont pas plus de part que toi aux guérisons des malades, et tout leur art est pure 
grimace. Ils ne font rien que recevoir la gloire des heureux succés, et tu peux profiter comme eux du bonheur 
du malade, et voir attribuer a tes remedes tout ce qui peut venir des faveurs du hasard et des forces de la 
nature. SGANARELLE. Comment, Monsieur, vous étes aussi impie en médecine ? DON JUAN. C’est une 
des grandes erreurs qui soit parmi les hommes. SGANARELLE. Quoi ? Vous ne croyez pas au séné, ni a la 
casse, ni au vin émétique ? DON JUAN. Et pourquoi veux-tu que j’y croie ? SGANARELLE. Vous avez 
l’Ame bien mécréante. Cependant vous voyez, depuis un temps, que le vin émétique fait bruire ses fuseaux. 
Ses miracles ont converti les plus incrédules esprits, et il n’y a pas trois semaines que j’en ai vu, moi qui 
vous parle, un effet merveilleux. DON JUAN. Et quel ? SGANARELLE. I] y avait un homme qui, depuis 
Six jours, était a l’agonie; on ne savait plus que lui ordonner, et tous les remédes ne faisaient rien; on s’avisa 
a la fin de lui donner de |’émétique. DON JUAN. II réchappa, n’est-ce pas ? SGANARELLE. Non, il 
mourut. DON JUAN. L’effet est admirable. SGANARELLE. Comment ? II y avait six jours entiers qu’il ne 
pouvait mourir, et cela le fit mourir tout d’un coup. Voulez-vous rien de plus efficace ?? DON JUAN. Tu as 
raison. 


Moliere, Don Juan ou le festin de pierre, Acte II, Scene I, 1665. 
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A closer look at U.S. deaths due to COVID-19 


By YANNI GU | November 27, 2020 


Editor's Note: After The News-Letter published this article on Nov. 22, it was brought to our 
attention that our coverage of Genevieve Briand’s presentation “COVID-19 Deaths: A Look 
at U.S. Data” has been used to support dangerous inaccuracies that minimize the impact 
of the pandemic. 


We decided on Nov. 26 to retract this article to stop the spread of misinformation, as we 
noted on social media. However, it is our responsibility as journalists to provide a historical 
record. We have chosen to take down the article from our website, but it Is 
available here as a PDF. 


In accordance with our standards for transparency, we are sharing with our readers how 
we came to this decision. The News-Letter is an editorially and financially independent, 
student-run publication. Our articles and content are not endorsed by the University or the 
School of Medicine, and our decision to retract this article was made independently. 


Briand’s study should not be used exclusively in understanding the impact of COVID-79, 
but should be taken in context with the countless other data published by Hopkins, the 
World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 


As assistant director for the Master's in Applied Economics program at Hopkins, Briand is 
neither a medical professional nor a disease researcher. At her talk, she herself stated that 
more research and data are needed to understand the effects of COVID-19 in the U.S. 


Briand was quoted in the article as saying, “All of this points to no evidence that COVID-19 
created any excess deaths. Total death numbers are not above normal death numbers.” 
This claim is incorrect and does not take into account the spike in raw death count from all 
causes compared to previous years. According to the CDC, there have been 
almost 300,000 excess deaths due to COVID-19. Additionally, Briand presented data of 
total U.S. deaths in comparison to COVID-19-related deaths as a proportion percentage, 
which trivializes the repercussions of the pandemic. This evidence does not disprove the 
severity of COVID-19; an increase in excess deaths is not represented in these 
proportionalities because they are offered as percentages, not raw numbers. 


Briand also claimed in her analysis that deaths due to heart diseases, respiratory 
diseases, influenza and pneumonia may be incorrectly categorized as COVID-19-related 
deaths. However, COVI/ID-179 disproportionately affects those with preexisting conditions, 
so those with those underlying conditions are Statistically more likely to be severely 
affected and die from the virus. 


Because of these inaccuracies and our failure to provide additional information about the 
effects of COVID-19, The News-Letter decided to retract this article. It is our duty as a 
publication to combat the spread of misinformation and to enhance our fact-checking 
process. We apologize to our readers. 


Tags: science-technology 
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COURTESY OF GENEVIEVE BRIAND 





After retrieving data on the CDC Website, Briand compiled a graph representing percentages of total deaths per age category From early February to 
early September. 


According to newedata, the U.S. currently ranks First in total COVID-19 cases, new cases per day and deaths. Genevieve Briand, 
assistant program director of the Applied Economics master’s degree program at Hopkins, critically analyzed the effect of 
COVID-19'6n U.Sodeaths using data From the Centers For Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in her webinar titled “COVID- 
19 Deaths; A Look at U.S. Data.” 


From mid-March to mid-September, U.S. total deaths have reached 1.7 million, of which 200,000, or 12% of total deaths, are 
COVID-19-related. Instead of looking directly at COVID-19 deaths, Briand Focused on total deaths per age group and per 
cause of death in the U.S. and used this information to shed light on the effects of COVID-19. 


She explained that the significance of COVID-19 on U.S. deaths can be Fully understood only through comparison to the 
number of total deaths in the United States. 


After retrieving data on the CDC website, Briand compiled a graph representing percentages of total deaths per age 
category from early February to early September, which includes the period from before COVID-19 was detected in the U.S. 
to after infection rates soared. 
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Surprisingly, the deaths of older people stayed the same before and after COVID-19. Since COVID-19 mainly affects the 
elderly, experts expected an increase in the percentage of deaths in older age groups. However, this increase is not seen 
From the CDC data. In Fact, the percentages of deaths among all age groups remain relatively the same. 


“The reason we have a higher number of reported COVID-19 deaths among older individuals than younger individuals is 
simply because every day in the U.S. older individuals die in higher numbers than younger individuals,” Briand said. 


Briand also noted that 50,000 to 70,000 deaths are seen both before and after COVID-19, indicating that this number of 
deaths was normal long before COVID-19 emerged. Therefore, according to Briand, not only has COVID-19 had no effect on 
the percentage of deaths of older people, but it has also not increased the total number of deaths. 


These data analyses suggest that in contrast to most people’s assumptions, the number of deaths by COVID-19 is not 
alarming. In Fact, it has relatively no effect on deaths in the United States. 


This comes as a shock to many people. How is it that the data lie so Far From our perception? 


To answer that question, Briand shifted her focus to the deaths per causes ranging From 2014 to 2020. There is a sudden 
increase in deaths in 2020 due to COVID-19. This is no surprise because COVID-19 emerged in the U.S. in eaply 2020, and thus 
COVID-19-related deaths increased drastically afterward. 


Analysis of deaths per cause in 2018 revealed that the pattern of seasonal increase in the total mumber of deaths is a result 
of the rise in deaths by all causes, with the top three being heart disease, respiratory diseasés»inftuenza and pneumonia. 


“This is true every year. Every year in the U.S. when we observe the seasonal ups and dOWns, we have an increase of deaths 
due to all causes,” Briand pointed out. 


When Briand looked at the 2020 data during that seasonal period, COVID-19-related deaths exceeded deaths from heart 
diseases. This was highly unusual since heart disease has always prevailed as theleading cause of deaths. However, when 
taking a closer look at the death numbers, she noted something stramge.As Briand compared the number of deaths per 
cause during that period in 2020 to 2018, she noticed that instead of Ehe expected drastic increase across all causes, there 
was a significant decrease in deaths due to heart disease. Evem more surprising, as seen in the graph below, this sudden 
decline in deaths is observed For all other causes. 
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Graph depicts the number of deaths per cause during that period in 2020 to 2018. 
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This trend is completely contrary to the pattern observed in all previous years. Interestingly, as depicted in the table below, 
the total decrease in deaths by other causes almost exactly equals the increase in deaths by COVID-19. This suggests, 
according to Briand, that the COVID-19 death toll is misleading. Briand believes that deaths due to heart diseases, respiratory 
diseases, influenza and pneumonia may instead be recategorized as being due to COVID-19. 


Week ending Week ending Week ending 
4/11/2020 4/18/2020 4/25/2020 


Heart Diseases + 824 - 1,190 -727 
Cancers - 52 - 356 + 160 
Chronic Respiratory - 96 - 249 -211 
Cerebrovascular +35 + 11 - 145 
Alzheimer + 86 - 56 - 96 
Diabetes +52 - 90 -179 
Flu & Pneumonia - 236 - 381 -97 
Nephritis + 88 - 31 - 106 
Other Respiratory -4 -95 - 31 
Septicemia - 98 -92 ~IS 
Not Classified - 44 +13 +48 
- 530 - 2,540 - 1,605 
+ 486 + 2/564 + 1,651 
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Graph depicts the total decrease in deaths by various causes, including COVID-19. 


The CDC classified all deaths that are related to COVID-19 simply as COVID-19 deaths. Even patients dying from other 
underlying diseases but are infected with COVID#49 count as COVID-19 deaths. This is likely the main explanation as to why 
COVID-19 deaths drastically increased while deaths by all other diseases experienced a significant decrease. 


“All of this points to no evidence that COVID-19 created any excess deaths. Total death numbers are not above normal death 
numbers. We found no evidence to the contrary,” Briand concluded. 


In an interview with The News-Letter, Briand addressed the question of whether COVID-19 deaths can be called misleading 
since the infection might have exacerbated and even led to deaths by other underlying diseases. 


“IF [the COVID-19 death toll] was not misleading at all, what we should have observed is an increased number of heart attacks 
and increased COVID-19 numbers. But a decreased number of heart attacks and all the other death causes doesn’t give us a 
choice but £6 point to some misclassification,” Briand replied. 


In other words) the effect of COVID-19 on deaths in the U.S. is considered problematic only when it increases the total 
number of deaths or the true death burden by a significant amount in addition to the expected deaths by other causes. Since 
the crude number of total deaths by all causes before and after COVID-19 has stayed the same, one can hardly say, in Briand’s 
View, that COVID-19 deaths are concerning. 


Briand also mentioned that more research and data are needed to truly decipher the effect of COVID-19 on deaths in the 
United States. 


Throughout the talk, Briand constantly emphasized that although COVID-19 is a serious national and global problem, she also 
stressed that society should never lose focus of the bigger picture — death in general. 
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The death of a loved one, from COVID-19 or from other causes, is always tragic, Briand explained. Each life is equally 
important and we should be reminded that even during a global pandemic we should not forget about the tragic loss of lives 
From other causes. 


According to Briand, the over-exaggeration of the COVID-19 death number may be due to the constant emphasis on COVID- 
19-related deaths and the habitual overlooking of deaths by other natural causes in society. 


During an interview with The News-Letter after the event, Poorna Dharmasena, a master’s candidate in Applied Economics, 
expressed his opinion about Briand’s concluding remarks. 


“At the end of the day, it’s still a deadly virus. And over-exaggeration or not, to a certain degree, is irrelevant,” Dharmasena 
said. 


When asked whether the public should be informed about this exaggeration in death numbers, Dharmasena stated that 
people have a right to know the truth. However, COVID-19 should still continuously be treated as a deadly diseaserto 
safeguard the vulnerable population. 


Tags: science-technology 
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Though making clear the need for further research, the article was being used to support false and dangerous inaccuracies about the impact of the pandemic. We regret that this 
article may have contributed to the spread of misinformation about COVID-19. 
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